Application No. 10/539,210 
Attorney Docket No. 056258-5106 

IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (currently amended): A process for the preparation of a compound of formula 
R 1 -Y 1 -P(NR 2 R 3 ) 2 which comprises: 

a) reacting a compound of formula PX 3 with a compound of formula HNR 2 R 3 in the 
presence of a solvent to form a compound of formula X-P(NR 2 R 3 ) 2 ; and 

b) reacting the compound of formula X-P(NR 2 R 3 ) 2 with a compound of formula R 1 -Y 1 - 
H in the presence of a solvent to form the compound of formula R 1 -Y 1 -P(NR 2 R 3 ) 2 ; 
wherein 

R 1 represents a phosphorus prot e ct i ng methyl group, a group of formula -CH?CH?- 
SifCH OgCgh k -CHgCHg-S(0) r CH z CHg or -CHgCH^ -Cgl-L -NO?. a group of formula - 
CH Z CH?CN, or a phenyl, 4-chlorophenvl, 2-chlorophenvl, 2-nitrophenvl or 4- 
nitrophenvl group; 

R 2 and R 3 each independently represent an alkyl group, or R 2 and R 3 are joined, 
together with the N to which they are attached, to form a 5-7 membered ring; 
Y 1 represents O or S; and 
X represents a halogen; 

characterised in that the same solvent is employed in reaction a) and reaction b) and 
said solvent is a hydrocarbon solvent. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

4. (currently amended): A process according to claim 3 1, wherein R 1 
represents a group of formula -CH 2 CH 2 CN and Y 1 represents 0. 

5. (currently amended): A process according to claim 1 or claim 4 , wherein R 2 
and R 3 each independently represent a alkyl group. 

6. (original): A process according to claim 5, wherein R 2 and R 3 represent isopropyl 
groups. 

7. (previously presented): A process according to claim 1, wherein Y 1 represents 
O. 
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8. (previously presented): A process according to claim 1, wherein X represents 
CI. 

9. (previously presented): A process according to claim 1 , wherein the 
hydrocarbon solvent is toluene. 

10. (previously presented): A process according to claim 1 , wherein the reaction 
between the compound of formula X-P(NR 2 R 3 ) 2 and the compound of formula R 1 -Y 1 - 
H in step b) takes place in the presence of a base. 

1 1 . (original): A process according to claim 10, wherein the base is a 
tri(Ci_ 4 alkyl)amine. 

1 2. (original): A process for the preparation of {[(CH 3 )2CH] 2 N}2-P-0-CH2CH2CN, 
which comprises 

a) reacting PCI 3 with [(CH 3 ) 2 CH] 2 N-H in toluene to form {[(CH 3 )2CH] 2 N}2-P-CI; and 

b) reacting {[(CH 3 ) 2 CH] 2 N} 2 -P-CI with HO-CH 2 CH 2 CN in toluene to form 
{[(CH 3 ) 2 CH] 2 N} 2 -P-0-CH 2 CH 2 CN. 

13. (previously presented): A process according to claim 1 or claim 12, wherein 
substantially anhydrous reaction conditions are employed. 

1 4. (currently amended): A process for the preparation of a compound of formula 
R 1 -Y 1 -P(NR 2 R 3 ) 2 which comprises reacting a compound of formula X-P(NR 2 R 3 ) 2 with 
a compound of formula R 1 -Y 1 -H in the presence of a solvent to form the compound of 
formula R 1 -Y 1 -P(NR 2 R 3 ) 2 

wherein 

R 1 represents a phosphorus protecting group; 

R 2 -af*4-R 3 e ach i nd e p e nd e ntly repr e s e nt an a l kyl group, or R 2 -af>d-R 3 ar e jo i n e d, 
tog e th e r with th e N to wh i ch they ar e attached, to form a 5 - 7 m e mb e r e d ring; 

roprosonts Q or S; and 
X r e pr e s e nts a halog e n; 

characteris e d i n that the so l vent i s a hydrocarbon so l v e nt NCCH 2 CH 2 -; Y 1 represents 
O; R 2 and R 3 are each isopropyl, X is chloro, and the solvent is toluene . 

15. (canceled) 
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